
 

 

 About AllStar Authors Showcase 
   The Literary Arts Connection of Texas in collabora-
tion with The Dock Bookshop presents the AllStar Au-

thors Showcase, an event that  promotes literacy and liter-

ary arts through the motivational power of sports, which 

will inspire, entertain, inform and empower individuals, 
families and communities. The event will include local, 

regional and national authors from various genres; special 

appearances, guest speakers, live entertainment, book 

signings, a business expo, a kid-book-zone, food and 
more.  This event highlights NBA legends and players 

who did the unlikely or even the "impossible," athletes 

who overcame enormous odds, athletes who refused to 

quit when things looked bad or hopeless, athletes who 
exhibit tremendous character traits, and athletes whose 

spectacular stories are sure to inspire anyone.   

 

Mr. Earl Francis Lloyd, 1 st  African Ameri-

can in the NBA    
     The AllStar Authors Showcase will include a tribute 
and a booksigning for  Mr. Earl Francis Lloyd at the All-

Star Authors Showcase in recognition of Black History 

Month and  NBA All-Star Game. 

   Before there was a LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, 
Shaquille O'neal, Magic johnson, Michael Jordan and 

others, there was Earl Lloyd. Mr. Earl Lloyd, who in 1950 

became the first African-American to play in an NBA 

game with the Washington Capi-
tols, was instrumental in integrat-

ing professional basketball as a 

player and coach. Nicknamed 
"Moonfixer" in college, Lloyd led 

West Virginia State to two CIAA 

Conference and Tournament 

Championships in 1948 and 1949. 
He was named All-Conference 

three times (1948-50) and All-

America twice as named by the 

Pittsburgh Courier (1949-50). In 
1947-48, West Virginia State was the only undefeated 

team in the United States.  

   As a player, Lloyd enjoyed a solid NBA career with the 

Washington Capitols, Syra-
cuse Nationals and Detroit 

Pistons. During Syracuse's 

championship season in 

1955, Lloyd averaged 10.2 
points and 7.7 rebounds per 

game, becoming the first 

African-American to win an 

NBA title. In 1968, Lloyd 
became the first African-

American Assistant Coach 

with the Detroit Pistons. In 

1971, he became the second 
African-American head 

coach and first African-

American bench coach again 

with Detroit.  In 2003, he was inducted into the NBA Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame. 

   The autobiography Moonfixer, The Basketball Journey 

of Earl Lloyd, describes an "incredible journey" and the 

passionate lessons from life experiences. He was born in 
Virginia, a state he describes as "the cradle of segrega-

tion," only sixty-two years after the end of the Civil War. 

Throughout his career, he quietly endured the overwhelm-

ing slights and exclusions that went with being black in 
America. Yet he has also lived to see basketballða dem-

onstration of art, power, and prideðbecome the black 

national pastime and to witness the inauguration of 

Barack Obama. In a series of extraordinary conversations 
with Sean Kirst (co-author), Lloyd reveals his fierce de-

termination to succeed, his frustration with the plight of 

many young black men, and his sincere desire for the 

nation to achieve true equality among its citizens.  

Eric Snow, former NBA star presents 

LEADING HIGH PERFORMERS  

The Ultimate Guide to Being a 

Fast, Fluid and Flexible Leader 
    Few professional athletes can be labeled with the term 

"community ambassa-
dor" better than Eric 

Snow. With a career that 

included three trips tothe 

NBA Finals (1996, 2001, 
& 2007) the former Big 

Ten Defensive Player of 

the Year and second 

round pick from Michi-
gan State University did 

it all on the court. Recognized as a winner on nearly every 

team he has ever played on Snow was one of the few play-

ers in the league who could be called a true team leader. 
   In his first book LEADING HIGH PERFORMERS, Snow 

discusses what corporate, non-profit, and community lead-

ers cando to bring out the best in people -- a topic with 

which Eric has a unique knowledge. While he never pos-
sessed the gaudy statistics to be regu-

larly mentioned among the leagueôs 

elite point guards, Snow played with 

and had incredible success against 
many of the best NBA players. And 

when stars such as Gary Payton, Allen 

Iverson, and LeBron James are eventu-

ally inducted into the Pro Basketball 
Hall of Fame, each of them could easily 

say that it was the assists from Eric 

Snow on and off the court that helped 

make their success possible. 
   This is what Snow did for more than a decade in the NBA 

-- help others to realize their goals. And the only part of his 

professional life that may be able to outshine the more than 

4,200 NBA assists he dished out to his teammates might be 
the number of other ways in which he helped the NBA by 

being one of its most consistent and well-known community 

spokespersons. 

    Snow has had a tremendous influence on the lives of 
thousands of people, particularly men, children, and families 

through his Shoot for the Moon Foundation. Since its 

founding by Snow in 1997, the foundation has been dedi-

cated to supporting and strengthening communities and 
families within the Philadelphia, Northeast Ohio and 

Greater Atlanta metropolitan regions.  The foundation 

strives to accomplish this goal through an emphasis and 

concentration on community activities aimed at empowering 
and encouraging fathers in their relationships with their chil-

dren and families. It also addresses needs in the areas of 

business and home ownership, the promotion of men's 

health and wellness, economic development, financial secu-
rity, education, employment, and social policy as it relates 

specifically to men, fathers, and families. 

DALLAS / FORT WORTH  
ALLSTAR AUTHORS SHOWCASE GUIDE  

Legend Earl Lloyd will appear at  
The Dock Bookshop in Fort Worth Friday, 

February 12, 2010 @ 6pm & AllStar Authors 
Showcase February 13, 2010 

Other Speakers & Feature Authors: 

 

Jackie Christie, 
Author/NBA Wife  

Audrey Griffin,  
Author/NBA Wife  

AllStar Authors Showcase  �ÕSaturday, February 13, 2010 �Õ��  10am-6pm; cost is free 

Location: The Black Academy of Arts & Letters, Inc  �ÕDallas Convention Center Theater Complex ��  

http://www.allstarauthors.com/uploads/Eric_Snow_Press_Kit_1_.pdf

